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Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office, 

13,  Tonbridge  Road, 

MAIDSTONE,  Kent. 

(Maidstone  5U072) 

(West  Mailing  333b) 
27th  May,  1969. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
123,  High  Street, 
WEST  MAILING, 
Kent. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Mailing. 

During  1968  the  District  has  maintained  its  good  health  record, 
and  In  one  respect  at  least,  that  of  infantile  mortality,  has  achieved  a 
rate  below  the  minimum  previously  recorded  and  substantially  less  than  the 
average  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Not  so  many  years  ago  we  should  have 
doubted  whether  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  11. 06  per  thousand  live 
births  was  a  reasonably  feasible  objective.  Now  that  it  has  been  achieved, 
it  does  not  appear  to  be  impossible  that  the  rate  will  be  halved  in  the  not 
too  distant  future,  if  something  significant  can  be  attained  to  influence 
the  residum  of  what  we  inaccurately  call  at  this  moment,  "unavoiable  deaths". 

Again  this  year  we  have  an  astonishingly  low  number  of  new 
tuberculosis  cases.  In  1966  we  had  lljj  in  1967  only  7 5  and  this  year,  the 
record  low  figure  of  Certainly  tuberculosis  is  being  pushed  into  the 

background  as  a  primary  cause  of  death,  but  never  quite  out  of  the  picture. 
This  is  a  disease  which,  if  ever  our  standard  of  living  were  to  fall 
substantially,  would  again  arise  as  a  major  and  widespread  cause  of  ill- 
health.  At  this  moment  we  are  happy  to  see  the  closure  of  thousands  of 
hospital  beds  originally  intended,  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  patients. 
Those  beds,  unhappily  don’t  go  out  of  use  but  are  quickly  converted  for  use 
in  the  treatment  of  other  diseases,  and  indeed,  are  in  all  too  short  supply 
as  fully-staffed  units.  Tuberculosis,  of  course,  is  only  one  form  of 
respiratory  infection  and  the  others,  principal  among  them  being  bronchitis  - 
"the  English  disease"  -  continue  to  take  their  toll  of  health  and  strength. 
Bronchitis,  and  closely  associated  with  it,  cardiac  disease,  has  undoubtedly 
a  relation  to  climate  and  immediate  environment.  It  also  is  intimately 
influenced  by  smoking  habits  and  most  certainly  the  effects  of  the  disease 
are  greatly  accentuated  by  tobacco.  The  greates't  pollution  of  all  is  not 
of  the  air  which  surrounds  us,  bad  though  that  may  be  in  certain  parts  of 
the  country,  but  the  pollution  we  deliberately  inflict  on  our  delicate  lung 
structure  day- in- day- out,  indeed  hourly,  by  the  inhalation  of  tobacco  "smog". 

Another  welcome  feature  of  the  1968  Report  is  the  fall  in  the 
total  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  from  118  in  1967  to  106  last  year. 

There  was  a  very  substantial  decrease  in  the  deaths  of  women  and  this  was 
reflected  in  the  diminished  mortality  of  cancer  of  the  breast.  Me  would 
like  to  forecast  that  the  year’s  figures  show  a  downward  trend  in  this 
respect,  but  it  is  far  too  early,  and  the  evidence  too  flimsy  to  date,  to 
predict  anything  approaching  a  "trend".  However,  earlier  diagnosis  and 
more  efficient  treatment  spell  hope  in  this  disease  and  it  is  to  those  two 
features  that  we  look  in  the  future. 

The  immunisation  and  vaccination  statistics  are  presented  in  a 
new  Table  this  year.  Under  the  one  heading  and  in  comparable  figures,  you 
have  all  the  year’s  information  on  vaccination  against  diphtheria, 
smallpox,  measles,  poliomyelitis,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  I  would 
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remind  you  that  immunisation  against  measles  was  only  started  half  way 
through  1968  and  already  had  a  marked  effect  on  the  incidence  of  measles 
six  months  later.  Although  measles  has  a  very  low  mortality  it  has  a 
significant  morbidity  rate  in  young  children,  particularly  under- nourished 
or  delicate  children  or  those  convalescing  from  other  infections.  The 
response  to  poliomyelitis  vaccination  continues  at  a  reasonably  high 
level  and  I  am  always  pleased  to  report  the  maintenance  of  an  immunity 
barrier  against  diphtheria.  Ease  of  world  travel  and  the  increasing 
tendency  of  more  and  more  people  to  holiday  abroad  keeps  up  a  fair 
standard  of  smallpox  vaccination  -  those  facts  also  bring  their  dangers 
in  the  equal  ease  in  which  smallpox  can  be  imported  into  this  country. 

In  this  Report  too  you  have  Mr.  Coldrick '  s  account  of  the 
year's  work  on  the  part  of  the  public  health  inspectorate.  The  scope  of 
this  work  is  very  wide  and  new  legislative  procedures  tend  to  increase 
it  even  further. 

We  have  no  very  great  problem  in  the  District  as  far  as  slum 
clearance  is  concerned,  but  on  the  other  hand  a  great  deal  of  work  is 
involved  in  housing  visits  for  purposes  other  than  clearance.  Many 
complaints  are  received  and  many  minor  repairs  have  to  be  effected.  In 
1968  no  fewer  than  l,2f>0  housing  complaints  were  investigated  and  8? 
formal  and  informal  Notices  were  served. 

You  will  see  from  the  pages  that  follow  that  the  subject  of 
food  is  dealt  with  at  length,  under  many  headings  such  as  catering 
premises,  shops  and  food  factories,  ice  cream,  milk,  meat  supplies, 
sampling,  surrender  of  foods  -  just  to  mention  a  few.  A  great  deal  of 
time  and  care  is  put  into  the  supervision  of  your  food  supplies  to  see 
that  not  only  do  you  have  safe  food,  but  that  the  standard  is  as  high 
as  the  law  requires  -  and  it  is  often  much  higher.  You  have  Uii3  food 
premises  throughout  your  District  and  all  of  them  have  to  be  inspected 
from  time  to  time.  They  do  not  all  equally  require  the  same  degree 
of  supervision  but  all  have  certain  common  factors  in  which  conformity 
is  required. 


Only  one  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  last  year  and  in  it 
100  per  cent  inspection  took  place.  No  whole  or  even  part  of  a  carcase 
was  condemned  through  tuberculosis  -  a  very  remarkable  piece  of  progress 
in  this  field. 


The  three  automatic  air  pollution  recording  stations  were 
continued  in  1968.  The  results  compare  favourably  with  similar  areas 
throughout  the  country. 

In  1968  the  estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  and 
disposed  of  exceeded  20,000  tons  for  the  first  time .  As  Mr.  Coldrick 
reports,  "the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  refuse  was  relentless”.  Both 
collection  and  disposal  pose  a  great  many  problems  and  a  very  full 
account  of  the  cleansing  services,  including  cesspool  emptying,  is  given 
in  the  Report. 

As  always,  Mr,  Coldrick  and  the  inspectors  have  carried  out 
their  work  most  efficiently  and  cheerfully.  Their  co-operation  has  been 
sincere  and  full  at  all  times,  and  I  should  like  to  place  on  record  my 
gratitude  to  them.  I  have  also  been  fortunate  in  having  an  interested 
and  responsive  Committee  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  both  the 
Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council,  I  willingly  acknowledge  my  debt. 
We  could  not  do  our  work  efficiently  without  the  help  of  all  our 
colleagues  in  the  other  departments  and  to  them  all  I  am  most  grateful. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.H.M.  DUMMER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


-2- 


' 


«  •  rl’ 

■ 


'  ! 

■  -  r 

-  f  I  Lk  y.i  i  v  I  I 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male  Female 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  . .  . .  .  551  569 

Illegitimate  .  ....  32  23 

Total  583  592 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  -  crude 

corrected 

Still  Births  15  5 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

Total  live  and  still  births  . .  . .  . .  597  597 

Infant  Deaths  «  5  8 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  5  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,00  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1  week  and  still 

births  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still  births) 

Maternal  mortality  (including:  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births 


Deaths  .  300  239 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  crude 

corrected 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Total 

1,120 

55 

1,175 

22.32 

21.19 

19 

15.91 

I, 195 

13 

II, 06 
10.71 
18.18 

8.51 

6.80 

22.61 


539 

10.25 

12.69 

11.9 
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Comparative  table  showing  birth  rate,  death 
rate,  and  infant  mortality  rate. 


'BILLING 

R.D.C. 

Per  1,000  estimated  mid  year 

Home  Population 

Per  1,000  total 
live  and  still 

Per  1,000 
live  births 

Live  Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Still  Birth 

Rate 

Death  rate 
of  infants 
under  1 
year  of  age 

Crude 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

Crude 

Rate 

Adjusted 

Rate 

1961+ 

22.81) 

21.92 

8.63 

9.66 

20.09 

17.57 

1965 

23.86 

22.66 

9.  ik 

11.31 

9.67 

15.98 

1966 

21).  17 

22.96 

8.87 

10.61; 

17.38 

11.79 

1567 

21.91; 

20.81; 

10.09 

12.1)1 

17.52 

I;.  27 

1968 

22.32 

21.19 

10.21; 

12.69 

15.91 

11.06 

.'land  and 
lies  1968 

16.9 

11.9 

lli.o 

L 

18.0 

The  birth  rate  of  your  District  has  risen  slightly  this  year 
and  is  again  well  above  that  of  England  and  Wales,  The  death  rate 
is  very  slightly,  in  fact  marginally,  above  the  country’s  average. 

The  local  infant  mortality  rate  at  11.06  per  thousand  live 
births  is  substantially  below  the  national  average  at  18.0.  The 
rate  has  fallen  below  even  last  year's  low  figure  and  this  is  an 
indication  of  the  high  standard  of  ante-natal  and  delivery  care. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


PARISH 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  fever 

bO 

2 

O 

O 

bO 

£ 

•H 

ft 

O 

O 

Infective  jaundice 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Encephalitis 

1  - — - 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Leptospirosis 

Paratyphoid  fever 

Typhoid  fever 

Food  Poisoning 

CTj 

•H 

£ 

cd 

rH 

£ 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

TOTALS 

Lddington 

1 

1 

3 

Lylesf ord 

111 

9 

b 

2 

2 

-3 

— 

— 

3li 

3irling 

8 

- 

mm 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

8 

3orough  Green 

129 

2 

1 

139 

Durham 

1 

1 

)itton 

11 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

12 

Cghtham 

8 

jeybourne 

- 

52 

mm 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

& 

iast  Mailing 

12 

1 

- 

16 

29 

Jest  Mailing 

h 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

fereworth 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

)ffham 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

iast  Peckham 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

11 

Jest  Peckham 

mm 

- 

3 

1 

5 

Hatt 

11 

11 

ILaxtol 

8 

- 

mm 

h 

1 

13 

lyarsh 

7 

Eiipbourne 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•m 

- 

3 

Snodland 

5 

- 

k 

— 

9 

3 tans ted 

1 

1 

['rottiscliffe 

1 

2 

3 

/ateringbury 

1 

2 

Jouldham 

2 

2 

h 

Jrotham 

9 

1 

10 

DOTALS 

236 

73 

111 

32 

15 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

1 

377 

1968  was  not  a  year  of  high  incidence  of  measles  and  hence 
the  total  of  infectious  disease  is  low  as  compared  with  1967. 

Infective  jaundice  was  made  notifiable  for  the  first  time 
in  1968  and  you  will  note  from  the  above  table  that  the  number  notified 
is  not  insignificant. 

Once  again  there  were  no  notifications  of  smallpox^ 
poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria. 
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The  following  table  relates  bo  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 

Diseases  according  to  disease,  sex  and  age  groups 


Ov 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new  cases 
recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of 
deaths  which  occurred. 


AGE 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

GROUPS 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Non-respiratory 

M  F 

Respiratory 

M  F 

Non-respiratory 

M  F 

0-5 

5  -  111 

15  -  2k 

25  -  hh 

1|5  -  6k 

65  &  over 

Age  unknown 

1 

1  1 

1 

•m  mm 

mm  mm 

2 

1 

1  t  1  1  1  1  1 

|  I  1  I  CM  CM  1 

Totals 

2  2 

- 

3 

h 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  D.L.  Pugh  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician, 
for  the  following  details  of  the  numbers  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of 
tuberculosis  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  number  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  These  figures  relate  to  the  area  of  the  Chest  Clinic 
which  coincides  with  the  area  of  the  four  authorities,  Maidstone  Borough, 
Maidstone  R.D.,  Hollingbourn  R  *D .,  and  Mailing  RJ). 

(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1968  of 

newly  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  ...  ...  I63 

(b)  Number  of  contacts  examined  during  1968 

of  cases  notified  prior  to  1968  .  1|55 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be 

suffering  from  pulmonary  or  non- pulmonary 
tuberculosis  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be 

suffering  from  pulmonary  or  non- pulmonary  Nil 

tuberculosis 


Only  k  new  cases  were  notified  in  1968  compared  with  7  in 
1967.  The  increase  in  deaths  from  k  in  1967  to  7  last  year  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Registrar  General  now  includes  the 
"late  effects"  of  tuberculosis  in  the  mortality  table,  and  so  the  two 
years’  statistics  are  not  at  this  stage  comparable. 
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IMMISATION  AND  VACCINATION,  1$68 

The  following  table  shows  the  figures  for  I968  based  on  the 
return  sent  to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 
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CANCER 


Below  is  an  analysis  of  the  deaths  from  malignant  disease 
according  to  age  groups. 


Age  Groups 

Male 

Female 

0 

- 

1  year 

- 

- 

1 

- 

k  years 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Ik  " 

- 

- 

15 

- 

2k  " 

- 

- 

25 

- 

3h  " 

2 

- 

35 

- 

ill;  " 

2 

1 

1*5 

- 

5U  " 

5 

k 

55 

m 

6k  " 

19 

13 

65 

mm 

Tk  " 

21 

9 

75 

years  and  over 

16 

Ik 

TOTALS 

65 

kl 

Site 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  of  stomach 

k 

k 

8 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 

27 

3 

30 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

11 

11 

Cancer  of  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

Other  sites 

3k 

18 

52 

Leukaemia 

- 

3 

3 

TOTALS 

65 

1*1 

106 

This  year  shows  a  substantial  fall  in  the  number  of  cancer  deaths, 
from  118  in  1967*  to  106  this  year.  The  main  decrease  was  in  female 
mortality,  from  62  to  I4I  in  the  two  years. 

In  1967  there  were  30  deaths  from  lung  and  bronchus  cancerj 
this  year  the  figure  remained  the  same.  Cancer  of  the  breast  showed 
a  decrease  from  17  to  11. 

Again  the  vast  majority  of  deaths  fell  in  the  older  age  groups 
and  there  was  no  significant  trend  into  infringement  into  younger 
groups. 
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BIFANTxtE  MORTALITY 


Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

CQ 

Ai 

CD 

CD 

£ 

1 

Cr\ 

Total  under 

k  weeks 

1;  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

3-6'  months 

7-12  months 

Total  deaths 

under  1  year 

1  1 

Asphyxia 

■  -  . 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Cardiac  failure 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Congenital 

malforiTiations 

1 

- 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Intracranial 

"1 

haemorrhage 

-L 

-L 

i. 

Prematurity 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Piespiratory 
failure  or 

3 

1 

. 

h 

h 

distress 

1 

TOTALS 

8 

2 

0m 

— 

- - 

10 

1 

1 

1 

13 

Two  years  ago  I  reported  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  11.79 
as  the  lowest  yet  achieved  in  your  District.  This  year,  1968,  the 
rate  is  11. 06  which  is  a  new  record  and  compares  very  favourably  with 
the  national  average  at  18.0. 

Rrom  the  above  table,  at  least  I4  of  the  deaths  were  unavoidable. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 

in  the  year,  1968 


Rate  per 
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rate 
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•> 
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CD  C5 

O  3 
£  vH 
r5 

O 

h 

O 

43 

-P 
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1 — 1 

oj  O 

■§! 

EH  P 

rH 

pH 

•H 

CO 

England  &  Wales 

16.9 

11.9 

g 

IX 

s 

M 

18.0 

11*. 0 

Hollingbourn  R.D. 

20.88 

9.1*7 

0.05 

0.50 

1.16 

5.33 

io.55 

Maidstone  R.D. 

23.20 

9.92 

- 

0.62 

1.66 

13.7U 

8.51 

Mailing  R  J)  • 

21.19 

12.69 

0.05 

0.57 

1.1*0 

11.06 

15.91 

Maidstone  Borough 

18.69 

11.27 

0.01 

0.66 

1.1*7 

18.00 

13.72 

County  of  Kent 

18.6 

10.9 

0.02 

0.60 

1.75 

16.0 

lll.o 

g 


Figures  not  available 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS ,  1968 


1 .  Cholera 
2  .  Typhoid  fever 

3*  Bacillary  dysentery  and  amoebiasis 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 
5«  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6.  Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

7 .  Plague 

8.  Diphtheria 

9.  Whooping  Cough 

10.  Streptococcal  sore  throat  and  scarlet  fever 

11.  Meningococcal  infection 

12.  Acute  poliomyelitis 
13  •  Smallpox 

111.  Measles 

15.  Typhus  and  other  rickettsioses 

16.  Malaria 

1?.  Syphilis  and  its  sequelae 

18.  All  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

19*  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

20.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

21.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

22.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
23*  Leukaemia 

2 U •  Other  malignant  neoplasms,  including  neoplasms 
of  lymphatic  and  haematopoietic  tissue 

2^*  Benign  neoplasms  and  neoplasms  of  unspecified 
nature 

26.  Diabetes  mellitus 

27.  Avitaminoses  and  other  nutritional  deficiency 

28.  Other  endocrine,  nutritional  and  metabolic 

diseases 

2  9  •  Anaemias 

30.  Other  diseases  of  blood  and  blood-forming  organs 

31.  Mental  disorders 

32.  Meningitis 

33.  Other  diseases  of  nervous  system  and  sense  organs 
3l±.  Active  rheumatic  fever 


Male  Female 


2 

3 

h 


h  b 

27  3 

11 
2 
3 

3  h  18 

1 

6  h 


1 


1 

1 


3  3 


85  50 
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35*  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

36.  Hypertensive  disease 

37.  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

38.  Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
39*  Cerebrovascular  disease 

1*0.  Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

ill.  Influenza 

1*2 .  Pneumonia 

1*3.  Bronchitis,  emphysema 

1*1*.  Asthma 

ii5.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
i;6.  Peptic  ulcer 
1*7 .  Appendic i t is 

1*8.  Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
1*9*  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

50.  Other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system 

51.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

52.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

93*  Other  diseases  of  the  genito- urinary  system 
51**  Abortion 

59.  Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and 

Puerperium 

56.  Diseases  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue 

57.  Diseases  of  the  musculo- skeletal  system  and 

connective  tissue 

58.  Congenital  anomalies 

59.  Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  and  other  anoxic 

and  hypoxic  conditions 

60.  Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

61.  Symptons  and  ill-defined  conditions 

62.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

63.  All  other  accidents 

61*.  Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 
65.  All  other  external  causes 


Male  Female 


1 

1 

7U 

16 

26 

7 

3 

23 

23 

1 

1 

3 

1 

k 

2 

3 

2 


6 

1 

5U 

16 

3U 

10 

6 

28 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

3 


1 

2  1 


2  3 

2  2 

2 

11  2 

h  b 

2  3 


300  239 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
123,  High  Street, 
WEST  MILLING. 

27th  May,  1968. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  twentyfirst  Annual  Report  on  the 
environmental  circumstances  obtaining  in  the  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1968. 

The  absence  of  any  changes  in  the  Inspectorial  staff  until 
the  end  of  the  year  assisted  in  maintaining  the  smooth  running  of  the 
Department  during  1968,  when  all  aspects  of  sanitation  and  environmental 
hygiene  continued  to  receive  full  attention.  However,  some  loss  of 
assistance  was  felt  by  the  Inspectors  when  the  student,  Mr.  G.P.  Mutimer, 
left  on  the  31st  July  to  take  up  the  post  of  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  with  another  Authority  consequent  upon  his  passing  the  Diploma 
examinations.  While  it  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  these  students 
are  primarily  in  the  Department  to  learn  the  profession,  nevertheless 
they  can  and  do  assist  the  District  Inspectors  in  many  ways,  particularly 
so  as  their  training  and  knowledge  progress. 

On  the  clerical  side,  conditions  were  not  quite  so  fortunate, 
and  there  were  three  changes.  Miss  Angela  Smith  commenced  her  duties 
on  the  1st  January  to  fill  a  vacancy  that  had  existed  for  two  months. 

Miss  Jeanette  McCarthy  transferred  to  my  Surveyors  Section  on  the  20th 
of  May  and  was  replaced  by  Miss  Barbara  Mitchell  on  the  29th  July. 

Although  there  were  no  new  major  items  of  legislation  enacted 
during  the  year  which  affected  the  work  of  the  Department  several  minor 
amendments  and  extensions  to  existing  legislation  came  into  force. 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  major  impact  of  the  Civic  Amenities 
Act  1967  was  felt  and  this  resulted  in  a  large  increase  of  work. 

Not  only  was  there  a  continued  increase  in  the  population  of 
the  district  but  many  businesses  changed  hands  or  the  nature  of  the  trade 
carried  out.  These  events,  together  with  the  minor  alterations  or 
extensions  to  existing  legislation  combined  to  increase  all  aspects  of 
the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  position  with  regard  to  cesspool  emptying  continued  to 
remain  very  acute,  and,  as  I  have  previously  reported,  no  improvement 
can  be  expected  until  the  trunk  valley  sewerage  scheme  is  in  full 
operation  and  the  various  villages  connected  thereto.  However,  it  is 
anticipated  that  house  connections  to  this  sewer  will  be  commencing 
during  the  middle  of  1969.  The  past  year  was  much  wetter  that  usual 
and  this  added  to  our  cesspool  difficulties.  Facilities  for  tipping 
for  house  refuse  have  also  been  difficult,  but  here  again  future  prospects 
look  brighter  for  the  coming  year,  as  negotiations  for  the  acquisition 
of  the  worked  out  quarry  adjoining  the  tip  proceed,  following  the  grant 
of  planning  permission  for  use  as  a  refuse  tip. 

Further  details  on  the  various  facets  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages  of  this  report. 
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HOUSING 


The  worst  of  the  district's  slum  houses  have  now  been  dealt 
with  and  progress  on  the  slum  clearance  programme  proceeded  at  a  much 
slower  rate.  7  representations  were  made  resulting  in  5  closing  orders 
and  2  demolition  orders. 

10  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  some  of  which  were 
the  subject  of  closing  orders  made  in  previous  years.  A  total  of  17 
families  comprising  b9  persons  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  from  slum 
houses.  The  Council's  continued  support  in  providing  the  necessary 
alternative  accommodation  for  the  persons  displaced,  without  which  no 
progress  could  be  made,  is  much  appreciated. 

A  total  of  1021  housing  visits  was  made  during  the  year 
(excluding  visits  with  regard  to  Improvement  Grants  and  Rehousing)  and 
it  was  necessary  to  serve  80  informal  and  5  statutory  notices  requiring 
repairs  to  properties.  Other  properties  were  brought  to  a  fit  state 
of  repair  when  applications  for  Improvements  Grants  were  considered,  the 
prerequisite  that  an  improved  house  must  be  in  good  repair  being  rigidly 
enforced. .  Set  out  in  tabular  form  at  the  end  of  the  section  of  the 
report  is  a  summary  of  the  repairs  effected.  The  following  shows  the 
number  of  houses  rendered  fit  during  the  year. 

Houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  Yb 

Houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of  formal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  6 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Rent  Acts  of  1957  or  1968  as  no 
applications  for  Certificates  or  cancellations  of  Certificates  were 
received. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


A  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  on  this  aspect  of 
housing  a  total  of  277  visits  being  made.  There  was  a  slight  upward 
trend  in  the  number  of  applications,  an  increase  of  5  discretional 
grants  and  2  standard  grants  compared  with  1967.  I  consider,  that  if 
the  proposed  changes  in  the  law,  and  in  particular,  the  proposed 
increases  in  the  amount  of  the  grant  do  come  into  force,  this  subject 
will  greatly  increase  in  importance  and  magnitude,  as  indeed  it  must. 

Details  of  grants  made  during  the  year  are  as  follows 
a.  Discretionary  Grants 


Number  of  schemes  submitted  51 

Number  of  schemes  approved  5>1 

Total  cost  of  such  improvements  or  conversions 
Total  cost  of  grants  made 

This  is  an  increase  in  the  amount  paid  by  way 

of  grant  of 


£52,798 

£18,589 

£1,017 
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Standard  Grants 


Number  of  schemes  submitted  1;5 

Number  of  schemes  approved  Ii5 

Total  cost  of  grants  made  £11,525 

This  represents  an  increase  of  £3*593  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  completed  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1968  was  as  follows :- 

By  Local  Authority  155 

By  Private  Enterprise  2 61+ 

Total  k!9 


The  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  local  authority  was  the 
same  as  the  previous  year,  but  the  number  built  by  private  enterprise 
decreased  by  133* 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected 
to  existing  premises  during  the  year  under  review  but  does  not  include 
improvements  carried  out  under  Improvement  Grants. 


Water  closets  repaired  ...  11 
Sinks  provided/renewed  ...  6 
Urinals  provided/repaired  ...  1 
Cesspools  provided/ renewed  ...  6 
Gullies  repaired/renewed  ...  3 
Drains  laid/altered/repaired  ...  15 
Choked  drains  cleansed  ...  IJ4 
Chemical  closets  provided/ renewed  ...  1 
Chimney-stacks  repaired/renewed  ...  26 
Roofs  repaired  ...  58 
R.W.  gutters  and  pipes  repaired/renewed  ...  1|1 
External  walls  repaired  ...  52 
Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  5l 
Floors  and  staircases  repaired  ...  30 
Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed  ...  66 
Grates  and  ranges  repaired/renewed  ...  9 
Dampness  remedied  ...  7h 
Dirty  premises  cleansed  ...  1 
Accumulations  removed  ...  2 
Yard  paving  repaired  ...  8 
Number  of  informal  notices  served  during  1968  ...  80 
Number  of  formal  notices  served  during  1968  ...  5 
Number  of  complaints  received  during  1968  ...  1250 
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HOP  PICKING 


At  most  farms  picking  commenced  at  the  end  of  August  but  was 
badly  affected  by  the  very  heavy  rain  and  flooding  of  parts  of  the  district 
during  the  middle  of  September,  some  camps  being  flooded  out.  An 
estimated  92I4.  pickers  were  housed  in  12  camps,  a  decrease  of  10  on  the  . 
previous  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  figure  will  continue  to  fall 
gradually  year  by  year.  Very  little  actual  hand  picking  is  now  carried 
out  -  only  one  farm  in  the  district  does  not  use  machine  picking  and  the 
"pickers"  are  in  reality  machine  minders.  Soon,  the  colourful  traditional 
kentish  scene  of  families  all  joining  in  the  work  in  the  hop  gardens  will 
be  seen  no  more. 

2l\  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  byelaws  and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
farmers  have  been  co-operative. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  position  with  regard  to  water  supplied  in  the  district 
remained  as  in  previous  years  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  continued  to 
supply  the  majority  of  premises  in  the  district,  the  remainder  being 
served  by  the  mains  of  the  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company,  the  Sevenoaks 
and  Tonbridge  Water  Company  and  the  Medway  Water  Board.  In  addition, 
a  small  number  of  premises  received  piped  supplies  from  private  sources. 

The  largest  private  water  supply  is  that  of  the  Fairlawne 
Estate  at  Shipbourne  supplying  12?  houses.  The  mains  are  very  old  and 
in  need  of  renewal.  The  Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water  Company  have 
been  commissioned  to  design  a  new  scheme  from  there  supply  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  be  implemented  following  the  provision  of 
new  sewers  in  Shipbourne  -  expected  to  commence  during  1969. 

At  the  31st  December,  1968,  99*03$  of  the  dwellings  in  the 
district  were  receiving  a  piped  supply  from  statutory  undertakings  and 
a  further  0.82$  from  private  sources  of  supply,  giving  a  total  of  99*85$ 
of  the  houses  within  the  district  receiving  a  piped  supply. 

During  the  year  under  review  water  mains  were  laid  to  serve 
new  development  and  to  replace  existing  mains.  No  mains  were  laid  for 
the  benefit  of  existing  houses  not  hitherto  served  by  a  public  water 
supply.  One  scheme  to  provide  mains  water  to  properties  in  the  Bells 
Farm  Area  of  East  Peckham  ran  into  unexpected  difficulties  but  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  completed  early  in  1969* 

SAMPLING 


All  supplies  continued  to  be  periodically  sampled  throughout 
the  year  and  routine  testing  was  also  carried  out  by  the  water  undertakers. 

None  of  the  supplies  are  liable  to  plumbo- solvent  action  and 
as  samples  have  confirmed  to  absence  of  lead  contamination,  precautions 
against  this  contamination  have  not  been  necessary. 

FLUORIDE  CONTENT 

None  of  the  supplies  are  subjected  to  fluoridation  and  in  all 
cases  the  natural  content  is  under  0.1  parts  per  million. 


-17- 


' 


' 


•  • 


. 


All  supplies  have  been  sampled  regularly  during  the  year, 
particular  attention  again  being  paid  to  the  untreated  private  supplies. 
The  following  table  gives  details  of  samples  taken  during  the  year. 


Type  of 

Water 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemical  Examination 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Statutory 

Supply 

Undertakings 

10 

10 

- 

“ 

- 

Private  Sources 
piped  to 
dwellings 

11 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other 

private  sources 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  taken  from  a  private  supply 
in  Aylesford,  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 


WATER  M/iINS 

During  the  year  under  review,  7,0^7  yards  of  water  mains  were 
laid  in  the  district  as  follows 
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DELIVERY  OF  WATER 


8,800  gallons  of  water  were  delivered  to  houses  in  the  Holly 
Kill  area  of  Birling  and  Snodland  which  are  dependent  upon  stored 
rainwater.  This  represents  an  increase  of  3*600  gallons  on  the  previous 
year,  and  is  due  to  owners  carrying  out  improvements  to  property  and 
not  to  the  usual  reason  of  periods  of  drought. 

During  the  year,  a  request  was  received  for  the  Council  to 
contribute  to  a  private  scheme  to  provide  piped  water  to  the  8  properties 
in  this  area.  Before  reaching  any  final  decision  it  was  decided  to 
submit  full  details  of  the  proposals  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  observations  and  at  the  year's  end  these  were  awaited. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  in 
each  parish^  those  supplied  with  water  from  public  and  private  mains, 
and  those  known  to  be  without  a  laid-on  water  supply.  In  the  latter 
case,  water  is  obtained  from  springs  and  wells  or  by  the  storage  of 
rainwater  in  underground  tanks. 


Parish 

No.  of 
dwelling 

Estimated 

population 

No.  of  houses 
with  piped  supply 

No.  of  houses 
known  to  be 

houses 

Public 

Mains 

Private 

Sources 

without  laid 
on  supply 

Adding  t  on 

| 

| 

<r\ 

[  CM 

692 

231* 

- 

- 

Aylesford 

2,306 

6,91*3 

2,291 

13 

2 

Birling 

1*51 

1,31*1 

UU8 

3 

Borough  Green 

1,156 

3*U66 

1,156 

- 

- 

Bur ham 

705 

1,927 

705 

- 

- 

Bit ton 

l,i460 

1*,305 

1,1*60 

- 

- 

Ightham 

616 

1,901 

616 

- 

- 

Leybourne 

191* 

2,186 

191* 

- 

- 

East  Mailing  & 
Lark fie Id 

3*103 

9,251 

3*103 

- 

- 

West  Mailing 

961 

2,688 

961 

- 

- 

Mereworth 

267 

1,01*7 

267 

- 

- 

Offham 

272 

805 

272 

- 

- 

East  Peckham 

1*013 

2,890 

1,001 

- 

12 

West  Peckham 

111 

313 

110 

- 

1 

Platt 

kQk 

1,375 

1*83 

- 

1 

Plaxtol 

360 

1*013 

351* 

3 

3 

Ryarsh 

251* 

777 

251* 

- 

- 

Shipbourne 

166 

517 

ill 

125 

- 

Snodland 

1,606 

U*  6U7 

1,602 

- 

h 

Stans  ted 

173 

51*3 

173 

- 

- 

Trottiscliffe 

186 

582 

186 

- 

- 

Water ingbury 

U08 

1,16U 

1408 

- 

- 

Wouldham 

265 

831 

265 

- 

- 

Wrotham 

I18I1 

1,1*16 

m 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

17,235 

52,620 

17*068 

ihl 

26 
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The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  have  supplied  the  following 

information. 

During  1968  the  following  samples  relating  to  the  Mailing 
Rural  District  area  were  examined. 


Bact . 

Chem 

From 

Consumers'  taps  within  the  area 

68 

11 

From 

pumping  stations  supplying)  Raw 

237 

20 

above  area  )  Treated 

2  91* 

18 

From 

other  areas  supplied  from  above 

pumping  stations 

175 

32 

Some  of  the  samples  of  raw  water  showed  some  deterioration 
in  the  bacteriological  quality  but  at  all  times  the  water  was  suitable 
for  treatment  and  the  treated  water  pumped  to  supply  was  of  satisfactory 
s  tandard . 


The  following  table  gives  typical  chemical  analysis  of  the 
waters  during  the  year,  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 


Treated  Water 
at  Trosley  P.S. 

Treated  Water 
at  Hartley  P.S. 

Treated  Water 
at  Hailing  P.S 

Ammoniac al  Nitrogen 

0.001 

0.000 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.002 

0.000 

0.000 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

2.7 

5.3 

3.0 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

0.00 

Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed 
(3  hrs.  @  27°C) 

O.Olt 

0.00 

0.00 

Alkalinity  (as  CaCO^) 

166 

21*7 

172 

Hardness  (as  CaC03)  Total 

237 

263 

219 

Total  Solids  (dried  @  180°) 

376 

351 

31*2 

PH 

7.5 

7.3 

7.7 

Free  CO2 

15 

38 

18 

Chloride 

20 

Ik 

17 

Sulphate 

- 

- 

- 

Calcium  (as  CaCO^) 

211 

255 

188 

Magnesium  (as  CaCO^) 

26 

8 

31 

Iron 

0,01 

0.00 

0.00 

Manganese 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Silicia 

9 

9 

10 

Phosphate 

0.02 

0.01; 

0.01 

Residual  Chlorine 

0.15 

0.25 

0.00 
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METEOROLOGY 


The  following  data  concerning  meteorology  for  1968  (with 
comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years)  has  been  supplied  by 
the  Meteorological  Officer  of  the  East  Mailing  Research  Station :- 


Month 

0  V 

Temperature  in  Screen  (  F) 

R 

a  infall 

(ins) 

'  Sunshine 

d 

•H 

r-U, 

£ 

cd 

a) 

i~~  *1 

Mean  Maximum 

Highest 

1 

Lowest 

Total 

<D 

hD 

cd 

U 

Q) 

+> 

d 

cn 

S 

0) 

s 

1A 

cr\ 

Heaviest  Rainfall  in  any 

one  day 

No.  days  rain  (0.01 

and  over) 

Total  hours  of  sunshine 

January 

1+1+ .1+ 

33.7 

51+ 

11 

2.02 

2.1+6 

0.1+6 

20 

1*2.1* 

February 

1+1*1+ 

32.0 

1+6 

25 

2.00 

1.95 

0.61 

15 

80.7 

March 

51.  1* 

37.3 

69 

30 

1.05 

1.57 

0.21 

13 

11+1.6 

April 

55.6 

38.0 

75 

21+ 

2.50 

1.90 

0.1*2 

13 

179.5 

May 

58.8 

1*2.1 

70 

31 

1.1*7 

1.93 

0.1+8 

15 

168.2 

June 

66.8 

50.0 

78 

1+0 

1.86 

1.63 

0.32 

16 

171.9 

July 

68.5 

52.  h 

87 

1+3 

2.03 

2.25 

0.60 

10 

158.6 

Augus  t 

68.5 

5U*5 

80 

1+2 

3.59 

2.31 

0.91* 

16 

136.7 

September 

65.7 

50.8 

75 

1+3 

7.21* 

2.18 

3.23 

18 

137.7 

October 

61.6 

+9.0 

69 

38 

2.91* 

2.85 

0.92 

12 

72.1 

November 

U8.9 

39.6 

62 

26 

1.33 

3.18 

0.55 

13 

1+8.1+ 

December 

1+1.0 

32.3 

53 

16 

2.26 

-J 

2.1+8 

0.69 

13 

30.5 

Total/ 

Average 

56.0 

1+2.6 

30.29 

26.69 

171+ 

1,368.3 

for  the 

Year 

Total  Aver 

‘age  for  tl 

le  year  1 

-961+ 

25.15 

26.69 

161+ 

1,51*3.9 

1965 

26.99 

26.69 

182 

1, 1*1*6. 7 

1966 

32.82 

26.69 

188 

1,398.8 

1967 

27.91* 

26.69 

175 

1,671*. 7 

Wettest  Period:  The  longest  wet  period  was  from  19th  to  29th 

September  (inclusive). 

Driest  Period:  The  longest  dry  period  was  from  1+th  to  ll+th 

December  (inclusive). 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


This,  I  consider  is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  dealt 
with  by  the  Department  and  much  time  is  devoted  to  its  various  aspects. 

All  premises  where  food  is  stored,  processed,  handled  or  sold,  received 
regular  routine  inspections  throughout  the  year.  Every  opportunity  is 
taken,  not  only  to  ensure  that  food  hygiene  legislation  is  enforced, 
important  though  this  undoubtedly  is,  but  also  to  educate  food  handlers. 
Food  handlers  must  be  made  aware  of  the  dangers  incurred  if  foods  are 
not  correctly  handled  and  stored  and  far  more  co-operation  can  be  achieved 
if  this  is  brought  home  to  those  responsible.  The  Inspectors  are  always 
willing  to  give  advice  and  assistance  and  to  make  suggestions  when 
alterations  are  to  be  carried  out  or  new  premises  erected.  Today  there 
are  very  many  aids  to  food  preservation  and  hygiene,  from  the  long 
established  canning  through  to  accelerated  freeze  drying  and  the  various 
types  of  protective  wraps,  and  deep  frozen  foods  with  cabinets  in  the 
majority  of  shops  -  but  all  these  are  but  tools  to  one  end,  to  ensure  that 
food  shall  be  kept  in  a  fit  and  wholesome  state  until  it  reaches  the 
consumer.  Basic  hygiene  is  still  just  as  important  now  as  it  ever  was 
right  from  the  raw  materials  through  to  the  table.  Brochures  setting 

out  the  main  provisions  of  food  legislation  together  with  other  information 
leaflets  continued  to  be  issued  from  time  to  time  upon  changes  of 
occupation. 


Regular  sampling  of  cooling  water  at  the  three  factories  in 
the  district  producing  canned  or  bottled  foods  was  continued  throughout 
the  year.  This  water  is  taken  from  a  stream  and  a  well,  and  treatment 
together  with  constant  supervision  of  its  quality  is  necessary.  Out  of 
101  bacteriological  samples  taken  90  were  satisfactory,  5>  of  the 
unsatisfactory  results  were  from  a  factory  at  Ditton,  although  these  were 
at  different  times  throughout  the  year  and  repeat  samples  proved 
satisfactory,  new  automatic  chlorination  equipment  was  installed  and 
further  samples  were  consistently  satisfactory.  unsatisfactory  results 
were  from  a  factory  at  East  Mailing  on  each  occasion  the  matter  was 
immediately  taken  up  with  the  management  concerned  and  repeat  samples 
were  satisfactory.  The  final  unsatisfactory  sample  was  from  the  remaining 
factory  at  Aylesford,  again  repeat  samples  were  satisfactory.  This 
stream  treatment  is  not  an  easy  matter  as  the  degree  of  pollution  is  not 
constant,  and  over  chlorination  is  liable  to  have  a  detrimental  effect  in 
the  stream  when  the  water  is  returned  to  it.  Regular  daily  checks  on  the 
chlorine  content  of  the  water  are  therefore  carried  out  in  the  factories. 

9  cases  involving  contamination  of  food  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Department  during  the  year.  Full  enquiries  were  made 
in  each  case  but  in  none  of  the  instances  were  legal  proceedings  warranted. 
Steps  were  taken  in  an  endeavour  to  preclude  any  further  recurrence. 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  food  premises 
in  the  district  regularly  inspected  by  the  District  Public  Health 
Inspectors 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Category  of 

Trade 

No. 

premises 

No.  fitted  to 
comply  with 

Reg.  16 

No.  to 
which  Reg. 
19 

applies 

No.  fitted 
to  comply 
with 

Reg.  19 

Cafes  &  Works 

Canteens 

69 

69 

69 

69 

Bakehouses 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Butchers  Shops 

27 

27 

27 

27 

Fishmongers 

Shops 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Food  Factories 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Grocers  &  other 
food  shops 

181 

181 

160 

160 

Greengrocers 

21 

21 

21 

21 

Licensed  Premises 

123 

123 

123 

123 

TOTALS 

UU3 

1*22 

1*22 

Note :  Regulation  16  refers  to  the  provision  of  wash  hand  basins 

and  Regulation  19  to  the  provision  of  sinks  together  with 
with  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  for  the  equipment. 
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SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


Mr*  J.  Sfcokoe  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measure 
Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  has  supplied  the  following  details 
of  samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1968. 


Satis-  Unsatis* 

Article  factory  factory 


Milk .  56  3 

Butter,  margarine,  lard,  cooking  fats,  cheese,  . 

(including  processed  cheese)  ...  6 

Tinned  meats,  meat,  fish,  fish  and  meat  pastes  .  15  1 

Sugar,  sugar  confectionery,  flour  confectionery 

chocolate  products,  cereals  ...  11 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  beverages,  minerals,  cordials  6 

Jams,  preserves,  honey,  jellies  .  6 

Dried  fruit,  raw  fruit,  vegetables,  tinned  fruit, 

and  vegetables .  13 

Pickles,  sauces,  vinegar,  condiments . .  II4 

Drugs,  medicines .  17  1 

Ice  cream  . .  3 

Beer,  wines,  spirits .  20 

Miscellaneous  .  6  1 


173  6 


UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


Untreated  Milk 

Deficient  3 %  minimum  amount  of  fat.  Follow-up  sample 
satisfactory. 

Untreated  Channel  Islands  Milk  (2  samples) 

10%  and  deficient  in  fat,  respectively.  Follow-up 
samples  satisfactory.  Written  caution  to  producer. 

Indian  Brandee 


Low  chloroform  content.  Correspondence  with 
manufacturers  on  improved  capping  and  sealing  of  bottles. 


Steak  Pie 


Meat  content  less  than  recommended.  Follow-up 

sample  satisfactory.  Correspondence  with  manufacturers. 

Fresh  Double  Cream 

Butter  fat  l\.6%  instead  of  1±8$.  Follow-up  sample 
satisfactory. 


■ 


MILK  SUPPLIES 


Liaison  between  this  Authority  and  the  County  Council 
continued  during  the  year  and  premises  from  which  milk  is  sold  have 
received  routine  inspections.  There  are  82  distributors  and  7 
dairies  registered  in  the  district. 


voluntary  surrender  of  food  stuffs 


The  following  quantity  of  foods  was  surrendered  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption 


Article 

Weight 

T  ons . 

Cwts 

.  Qrts. 

lbs. 

Ozs 

Fresh  Vegetables 

9 

1 

2 

11 

0 

Tinned,  dried  and  fresh  fruit 

2 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Tinned  vegetables 

1 

k 

2 

2h 

0 

Tinned  meat 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Bacon 

10 

3 

22 

7 

Fats 

9 

3 

1 

0 

Fresh  meat 

h 

2 

2h 

0 

Frozen  foods 

3 

1 

20 

3 

Cereals 

2 

2 

2 

13 

Fruit  juice 

1 

0 

16 

5 

Tinned  soup 

3 

11 

10 

Preserves 

2 

0 

13 

Tinned  and  fresh  fish 

2 

0 

0 

Tinned  milk 

9 

2 

Total 

15 

9 

0 

7 

8 

In  addition,  l;0l|§ 

dozen  bottles 

of 

minerals 

and  15  dozen 

eggs  were  also  surrendered. 

M  Including  meat  surrendered  at  the  private  slaughterhouse 

during  meat  inspection. 

As  in  previous  years  unfit  fresh  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse 
was  collected  by  a  glue  fertiliser  factory  for  processing,  all  other 
unfit  foods  were  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  controlled  tip  under  strict 
supervision. 
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SLAUGHTERING 


Only  one  of  the  two  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the 
district  operated  during  the  year.  No  progress  was  made  on  the 
proposed  private  slaughterhouse  at  Snodland  and  it  must  now  be  assumed 
that  this  project  has  been  abandoned^  it  can  certainly  be  said  that 
reasonable  progress  to  prepare  the  premises  for  use  has  not  been  made. 

With  only  one  slaughterhouse  operating  and  with  the 
continued  co-operation  of  the  butcher  concerned  100$  inspection  of  all 
animals  killed  was  carried  out  without  the  necessity  to  work  overtime 
and  without  formal  control  of  hours  of  slaughter  having  to  be  resorted 
to. 


Meat  inspection  charges  were  maintained  at  the  figures  set 
in  I96I4.  and  the  total  income  for  the  year  was  £8,  8.  3d  a  decrease  of 
£8.  11.  3d  on  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  killed  and 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  during  the  year 
under  review. 


Cattle  ex 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  ) 

Number  inspected) 

- 

- 

- 

281 

37 

318 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

mm 

- 

- 

5 

1 

6 

Percentage  of  No.  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

2.8$ 

2.7$ 

2.8$ 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage  of  No.  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Approximate  weight  condemned  lewt.  21bs. 

A  high  quality  of  the  animals  killed  can  be  seen  from  the 
above  figures.  The  three  sheep  condemned  were  killed  by  the  butcher 
for  a  farmer  after  they  had  been  worried  and  injured  by  dogs. 
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ICE  CREAM 


At  the  31st  December,  1968,  there  were  168  premises  in  the 
district  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  for 
manufacture.  As  I  commented  in  my  report  for  196?  it  is  surprising 
that  more  premises  have  not  changed  to  soft  ice  machines. 

In  all  of  the  premises  registered  for  sale,  ice  cream  is 
supplied  prepacked  from  well  known  manufacturers  and  the  policy  of 
selective  sampling  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  was  continued. 
Regular  routine  visits  were  continued  to  ice  cream  dealers  throughout 
the  year  and  the  position  with  regard  to  handling  and  sale  is  considered 
satisfactory. 


Details  of  premises  registered  and  samples  taken  during 
the  year  together  with  figures  for  the  previous  i|  years  are  as  follows : 


196k 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Premises  registered 
manufacture,  storage 

for  the 
and  sale 

200 

207 

188 

195 

169 

Sample  Results 

Grade  1. 

1  h 

17 

20 

12 

8 

2. 

9 

2 

- 

2 

- 

3. 

2 

3 

- 

2 

1 

k» 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Totals 

29 

2k 

20 

17 

9 

Other  Food  Samples 


7  samples  of  Synthetic  Cream  were  taken  from  a  bakery, 

2  proving  unsatisfactory  and  were  disposed  of. 

One  sample  was  taken  of  cooked  pork  which  it  had  been 
alleged  may  have  been  the  cause  of  food  poisoning.  No  pathogens 
were  found. 

POULTRY  PROCESS IMG  PREMISES 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 
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PEST  CONTROL 


13U3  rodent  control  treatments  and  201;  treatments  against 
various  pests  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  rodent  control 
work  is  detailed  in  table  (a)  and  pest  control  work  in  table  (b). 


Types  of  Property 

Properties  other  than  sewers 

Non 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

17,235 

296 

2. a.  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification. 

1,1*21 

132 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

1,01*9 

111 

(ii)  Mice 

137 

- 

3. a.  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification. 

i;3 

3 

b.  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

U0 

3 

(ii)  Mice 

3 

- 

(b) 


Wasps 

53 

Cockroaches 

62 

Beetles 

b 

Ants 

36 

Crickets 

2 

Flies 

7 

Bees 

15 

Bugs 

k 

Lice 

2 

Fleas 

lb 

Spiders 

3 

Bats 

2 

It  will  be  seen  that  only  53  wasps’  nests  were  destroyed  in 
I968.  Seasonal  fluctuations  in  wasps  are  very  marked  and  are  brought 
about  by  spring  weather  conditions  and  other  aspects  of  the  environment 
affecting  the  life  cycle  of  the  insect. 

25  rodent  control  contracts  were  in  operation  at  the  year's 
end,  with  a  total  annual  income  of  approximately  £701.  These  contracts 
again  proved  to  be  most  useful  in  controlling  the  rodent  population  of 
the  district.  One  of  the  fundamentals  of  pest  control  work  is  to 
maintain  regular  inspection  and  treatments  to  keep  the  level  of  infestations 
at  a  controllable  level,  with  complete  eradication  as  the  ultimate 
objective. 


Sewer  testing  and  treatment  was  spread  over  the  year.  With 
the  increase  in  sewers  it  will  be  essential  to  work  to  a  regular  programme 
in  order  that  all  areas  may  be  properly  and  adequately  covered.  Because 
a  sewer  is  new  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  it  will  be  rat  free;  some  of 
the  heaviest  infestations  have  been  found  in  new  systems. 
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No  cases  of  Warfarin  resistance  were  encountered,  but  close 
liaison  with  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  is  maintained  at  all  times  in  order  that  advantage  may  be  taken  of 
their  experience  in  this  and  other  aspects  of  pest  control  work. 

Research  is  constantly  producing  new  materials  but  the  perfect  poison 
has  yet  to  be  discovered. 

Your  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  Broad,  is  kept  very  busy 
throughout  the  year  and  there  is  always  a  tendency  for  survey  work  and 
long  term  control  measures,  to  be  pushed  into  the  background  by  current 
day-to-day  treatments  requested  by  householders.  Such  a  large  volume 
of  work  could  not  have  been  accomplished  without  the  services  of  the 
Assistant  Rodent  Operator  and  during  the  coming  year  it  is  certain  that 
greater  calls  on  his  time  will  have  to  be  made  if  a  satisfactory  standard 
of  treatment  and  service  to  the  public  is  to  be  maintained. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


The  principle  aspects  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  during 
1968  were  the  expansion  of  the  bulk  container  service;  an  additional  I4.I9 
premises  served  by  the  weekly  paper  sack  collections;  and  more  requests 
for  the  collection  of  unwanted  items  of  household  furniture  and  bulky 
refuse.  There  was  also  a  considerable  increase  of  indiscriminately 
dumped  litter  and  the  collection  of  unwanted  and  abandoned  motor  vehicles. 

The  estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of 
exceeded  20,000  tons  for  the  first  time.  In  addition  over  500  tons 
of  material  was  carried  for  tip  covering  and  road  maintenance.  This, 
together  with  other  sundry  work  and  water  deliveries  necessitated  a 
vehicles  mileage  of  10£,l60. 

Bulk  Containers: 

This  service  is  an  expanding  one.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
no  less  than  Shy  1*25  cu.yd.  containers  were  let  on  hire  at  a  charge 
of  per  annum,  to  schools  and  business  premises  throughout  the  district 
and  emptied  weekly. 

Bulky  Refuse: 


The  service  provided  for  the  disposal  of  unwanted  household 
furniture  etc.,  that  could  not  be  collected  by  the  normal  refuse  collection 
rounds,  became  more  widely  known.  Over  5>00  individual  requests  from 
householders  were  received.  Those  requests,  together  with  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  the  increased  indiscriminate  dumping  of  litter, 
necessitated  the  regular  employment  of  more  of  the  staff  on  this  aspect 
of  the  service.  Householders  can,  within  certain  hours,  take  their 
unwanted  bulky  refuse  direct  to  the  refuse  tip.  It  is  to  be  hoped  more 
will  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided  rather  than  dump  their 
unwanted  refuse  on  roadside  verges  or  in  woodland. 

Refuse  disposal  continued  to  cause  great  concern  but  I  am 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  negotiations 
to  use  the  disused  gravel  workings  adjoining  the  existing  tip  were  well 
advanced,  and  it  was  confidently  expected  that  the  problems  of  tipping 
refuse  at  a  high  level  would  soon  end. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  refuse  and  other 
material  carried  by  your  vehicles  during  the  past  four  years. 


Refuse 

Hardcore  & 

C  .E .  T  ip  Rd . 

Misc. 

Total 

Year 

covering 

Mainte nance 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

1965 

16177 

66C% 

22 

I696UJ 

1966 

18757 

767 

k 

5 

19535 

1967 

19301 

699 

5 

10 

20015 

1968 

20703 

532 

5 

8 

212l|.8 
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The  collection  and  sale  of  salvage,  including  waste  paper  and 
fibrous  materials,  scrap  metal  and  rags,  was  continued  and  total  income 
amounted  to  £[;,  926.  1.  5d;  an 'increase  of  over  £200  compared  with  1967. 

A  salvage  bonus  of  of  income  continued  to  be  paid  to  the  collectors 
and  other  staff  involved  in  the  work.  After  the  deductions  of  bonus  and 
all  costs  which  could  properly  be  attributed  to  salvage  collection,  there 
was  an  eccess  of  income  over  expenditure  of  approximately  £35>0.  The 
Board  Mills  continue  to  encourage  expansion  of  domestic  waste  paper 
collections  and  are  prepared  to  take  your  whole  output  without  restriction; 
but  the  point  has  been  reached  when  the  baling  facilities  at  the  depot 
prevent  any  further  dramatic  increase  in  tonnage  and  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  restrict  collections  because  of  the  limited  storage  space 
available.  The  following  table  shows  details  of  sales  for  the  past  five 
years 


Wc 

istepaper  etc. 

Metal, 

Tins, 

Rags, 

etc. 

Year 

T. 

Weight 

C. 

Q. 

Va 

£  • 

lue 

s. 

d. 

m 

1  . 

Weight 

C. 

Q. 

Value 

£.  s» 

d. 

196k 

U) 

00 

H 

• 

3. 

2. 

3A30. 

11. 

8. 

25. 

7. 

2. 

186. 

15. 

0. 

1965 

• 

C\ 

ON 

co 

3. 

1. 

3,572. 

111. 

0. 

12. 

17. 

3. 

153. 

7. 

9. 

1966 

518. 

6. 

0. 

ii,  717. 

1;. 

5. 

17. 

1. 

0. 

162. 

16. 

6. 

1967 

897. 

16. 

2. 

1*,590. 

18. 

11. 

12. 

•5. 

2. 

132. 

10. 

0. 

1968 

528. 

15. 

0. 

b, 811. 

10. 

11. 

10. 

12. 

0. 

118. 

10. 

6. 

Totals 

Year 

T. 

Weight 

C. 

Q. 

£  • 

Value 

s. 

d. 

196U 

1|06. 

11. 

0. 

3,317. 

6. 

11. 

1965 

812. 

1. 

0. 

3,726. 

1. 

9. 

1966 

535. 

7. 

0. 

k, 880. 

0. 

11. 

1967 

510. 

2. 

0. 

1,723. 

8. 

11. 

1968 

539. 

7. 

0. 

8,926. 

1. 

5. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  refuse  collection  service 
during  1968  was  the  relentless  increase  in  the  quantity  of  refuse, 
particularly  from  the  more  urbanised  parts  of  the  district. 
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CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 


Once  again  I  have  to  report  that  the  demands  on  the  cesspool 
emptying  service  have  increased  very  considerably.  19,038,100  gallons 
of  sewage  were  removed  from  cesspools  and  a  further  20,752  gallons  from 
pail  closets.  92  cesspools,  with  a  total  capacity  of  208,500  gallons 
were  emptied  for  the  first  time.  76  of  these  cesspools  served  existing 
premises  and  16  new  premies. 

The  38,100  increase  in  the  gallons  removed  did  not  represent 
the  true  position.  Requests  for  cesspool  emptying  also  increase, 
resulting  in  a  much  longer  waiting  period  before  emptying.  The  prolonged 
wet  weather,  with  high  subsoil  water  levels,  also  aggravated  the  already 
difficult  situation.  A  great  deal  of  extra  work  was  carried  out  by 
your  cesspool  emptiers  during  and  after  the  September  floods. 

Your  fleet  of  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  remained  at  9,  but 
when  overtime  hours  were  added,  the  equivalent  of  11  vehicles  per  week 
were  used,  but  even  this  did  not  result  in  a  service  which  could  be 
considered  satisfactory. 

Disposal  continued  to  be  a  major  problem  and  although  many 
thousands  of  gallons  per  week  were  treated  at  your  West  Mailing  and  East 
Peckham  disposal  works,  the  remainder  had  still  to  be  disposed  of  at  the 
old  tipping  points.  High  vehicle  mileage  figures  to  the  present  limited 
number  of  disposal  points,  inevitably  have  a  very  adverse  effect  on 
productivity. 


Fortunately  the  S nod land/ Ightham  sewerage  scheme  will  come 
into  use  during  1969*  This  will  not  only  reduce  the  number  of  cesspools 
requiring  emptying  but  will  increase  disposal  points  and  average  mileage 
figures  should  fall.  Most  of  the  sewage  from  the  cesspools  remaining 
when  all  connections  have  been  made  to  the  new  sewerage  scheme  will  be 
disposed  of  via  the  trunk  valley  sewer  and  thus  treated  at  the  Snodland 
Purification  Works. 

I  look  forward  to  providing  a  much  improved  service  to 
those  premises  which  will  still  require  the  emptying  of  cesspools,  and 
to  the  possibility  of  regular  emptying  without  application.  Initial 
plans  for  such  a  service  are  being  formulated  and  will  be  placed  before 
the  Public  Health  Committee  at  the  appropriate  time. 
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VEHICLES  AND  MAINTENANCE 


During  1968  your  public  cleansing  vehicle  fleet  consisted 
of  the  following  vehicles s- 

3-50  cu.yd.  S.  &  D.  Pakamatic  refuse  vehicles 
2-35  cu.yd.  M  u  "  " 

1- 20  cu.yd.  "  ,T  n  " 

2- 30  cu.yd.  "  Fore  &  Aft  Tipping  vehicles 

2-25  cu.yd.  11  "  "  "  ”  (one  with  1.25  cu.yd. 

container  equipment) 

1  -  Dennis  Barrier  Loader 
1  -  Ford  Thames  Side  Loader 

1  -  M  "  2  ton  truck 

2  -  Ford  DI4OO  trucks 

1  -  1500  gal.  S.  &  D.  Cesspool  Emptier 

3  -  1000  gal.  Dennis  n  " 

k  -  800  gal.  "  «  " 

1  -  1100  gal.  S.  &  D.  »  » 

3  -  Ford  5'  oisrt .  Vans 

1  -  Track  Marshall  Refuse  Control  Tractor 


Maintenance  and  repair  work  to  all  Council  vehicles, 
including  those  of  the  Pollution  Control  section  is  carried  out  at  the 
Cleansing  Depot  by  your  fitters.  Working  conditions  continued  to  be 
very  poor  but  some  progress  was  made  during  1968  on  plans  for  new 
workshop  buildings. 

The  standard  of  vehicle  maintenance  required  by  statute 
became  more  onerous  and  one  of  the  major  problems  experienced  during  the 
year  was  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  spares,  more  especially  for  your 
older  vehicles.  Unfortunately  storage  facilities  in  the  existing 
buildings  are  very  limited  and  it  will  be  essential  to  build  up  larger 
stocks  of  spares  when  the  new  workshops  are  constructed.  Much  time 
is  unavoidably  lost  in  collecting  spares  and  vehicles  are  frequently 
off  the  road  because  componants  are  not  readily  available  from  the 
manuf ac turers . 


-33- 


' 


. 

. 


ESTABLISHMENT 


The  1968  establishment  for  Public  Cleansing  was  as  follows 


1  General  Foreman 
1  Chargehand  Fitter 
1  Depot  Cleaner  etc, 

1  Paper  Baler 
1  Bulldozer  Driver 
18  Cesspool  Emptying  Personnel 

Total 


1  Fitter 

1  Apprentice  Fitter 
1  Depot/Hand  Ass.  Rodent  Operator 
1  Rodent  Operator 
I4.  Public  Convenience  Attendants 
k 3  Refuse  Collection  Personnel 

7ii 


1568  working  days,  73  less  than  in  1967*  were  lost  during 
the  year  under  review  -  the  equivalent  of  6.3  men  per  week.  Details 
are  as  follows 


Sickness  819 
Holidays  S3h 
Other  reasons  215> 

1568 


Once  again  there  were  many  changes  of  staff.  37  men  were 
engaged  and  left  the  service.  The  provision  of  staff  housing  again 
proved  its  worth  and  this,  together  with  the  nucleus  of  long  serving 
employees,  enabled  the  cleansing  services  to  be  maintained,  although 
at  times  not  without  some  difficulty.  A  sudden  increase  in  sickness 
can  upset  the  best  working  schedule.  The  continual  concern  is  to 
maintain  the  minimum  of  staff  required  to  crew  the  necessary  vehicles 
and  carry  out,  not  only  the  major  services  of  refuse  collection  and 
cesspool  emptying,  but  also  to  undertake  the  numerous  allied  jobs, 
including  essential  maintenance  work  on  vehicles  and  premises. 

With  our  own  staff  fully  employed  on  routine  work, 
occasional  requests  from  other  departments  for  a  vehicle  and  crew  for 
special  jobs  cannot  be  met  as  quickly  as  one  would  like. 

Frequent  checks  are  made  on  refuse  vehicle  rounds  and 
cesspool  emptying  work  and  weekly  productivity  figures  are  recorded. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  initial  discussions  on  the 
implementation  of  productivity  schemes  took  place  and  with  the  existing 
supervisory  staff  fully  occupied  with  current  public  cleansing  duties, 
the  employment  of  additional  staff  to  initiate  and  maintain  such  schemes 
will  enable  a  closer  check  to  be  kept  on  efficiency  in  general. 

Although  the  completion  of  the  Snodland/Ightham  sewerage 
scheme  will  ultimately  ease  the  situation  on  cesspool  emptying,  it 
will  by  no  means  solve  all  cleansing  problems  and  the  time  and  supervision 
saved  will  be  taken  up  on  improving  the  other  services. 


. 


, 


. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


There  were  four  public  conveniences  in  use  during  1968, 
at  rfest  Mailing,  Borough  Green,  Snodland  and  Larkfield  and  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a  further  building  at  East  Peckham  were  well  advanced. 
Considerable  vandalism  takes  place  and  great  credit  is  due  to  the 
attendants  who,  by  their  prompt  action  and  keen  interest  in  their  work, 
do  much  to  keep  the  running  costs  at  a  low  level. 

The  conveniences  are  put  to  increasing  use  from  year  to 
year  and  I  know  that  they  are  appreciated  by  local  residents  and 
travellers  alike. 
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FACTORIES 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  of 
factories  carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Owners 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Section  1,2,3* 

U  &  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

2 

2 

1 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

213 

131 

h 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

10 

5 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

225 

138 

5 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

a) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(h) 

By  H  .11. 
Inspector 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (s.l) 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (s.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (s.U) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective 

drainage  of 
floors  (s«6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (s.7) 

mm 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

** 

*“ 

defective 
(c)  Not  separate 

2 

1 

1 

MO 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 

mm 

not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Home  Work 

- 

- 

— 

mm 

TOTALS 

5 

h 

- 

2 

- 
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OUTWORK 


(Sections  133  &  13U) 


No.  of  out- 

No.  of  cases 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prose- 

Nature 

workers  in 

of  default 

prose- 

ins tances 

cutions 

of 

August  list 

in  sending 

cut ions 

of  work 

served 

required  by 

lists  to 

for 

in  Unwhole- 

work 

Section  133 

the  Council 

failure 

some 

(1)(C) 

to  supply 
lists 

premises 

a) 

(2) 

(3) 

(h) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing ) Making 

)  etc. 

apparel) and 

7 

mm 

~ 

) washing 

Curtains  and 

furniture 

hangings 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

o 

7 

- 

, 

- 

- 

AIR  POLLUTION 


As  far  as  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  emissions  are  concerned 
the  position  in  this  district  may,  in  my  opinion,  be  considered  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  results  compare  very  favourably  with  similar  areas 
throughout  the  country.  The  three  automatic  pollution  recording 
instruments  continued  to  function  in  the  same  locations  as  in  the  two 
previous  years.  Not  only  have  the  same  seasonal  fluctuations  been 
recorded  at  the  three  stations,  and  the  same  pattern  of  rise  and  fall 
of  pollution  levels  been  observed,  but  all  three  stations  continue  to 
give  very  similar  results.  The  three  deposit  gauges  also  continued  to 
operate  during  the  year  under  review.  As  I  have  previously  remarked, 
these  instruments  monitor  pollution  within  a  much  smaller  radius  than 
the  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  recorders  and  are  much  more  affected  by 
localised  ground  level  conditions  and  by  meteriological  conditions. 
Seasonal  fluctuations  are  not  so  apparent  with  this  type  of  instrument 
but  fluctuations  are  much  greater  from  month  to  month  and  between 
sites.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  agreed  to  set  up  a  fourth  deposit 
gauge  at  the  Teapot  Lane  Secondary  School,  and,  in  order  to  obtain 
more  detailed  information  on  dust  deposits,  readings  are  to  be  taken 
weekly  instead  of  monthly.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  site  will  be 
set  up  early  in  1969# 

Routine  recorded  smoke  observations  are  no  longer  carried 
out,  as  in  previous  years,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  keep  a  general 
check  on  industrial  chimneys  when  travelling  around  the  district  on 
other  duties  and  can  immediately  investigate  any  plant  appearing  to 
contravene  the  Act.  Complaints  were  received  of  dust  and  grit  being 
emitted  from  the  chimneys  of  a  large  paper  manufacturing  plant.  From 
time  to  time,  particularly  during  adverse  weather  conditions,  there  will 
be  occasions  when  some  degree  of  nuisance  is  likely  to  occur  due  to  the 
large  amount  of  fuel  consumed  at  the  plant,  but  the  management  concerned 
have  been  Impressed  with  the  necessity  of  ensuring  that  any  dust  and 
grit  emissions  are  kept  to  the  lowest  amount  possible,  and  have  been 
co-operative  in  this  respect. 
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1U  notifications  were  received  and  approvals  granted  during 
the  year  to.  instal  furnaces  in  domestic  and  industrial  premises  and  in 
addition  notification  was  received  of  a  proposal  to  instal  a  multi-hearth 
sludge  incinerator  for  paper  sludge.  As  this  was  a  type  of  plant  new 
to  this  country*  and  in  view  of  the  limited  information  available  only 
tentative  approval  was  given  to  the  proposed  chimney  height  and  this  was 
liable  to  modification  in  the  light  of  experience.  At  the  year's  end* 
construction  of  the  plant  had  not  been  commenced. 


SHOPS  ADHINSTRATION 


A  total  of  U73  visits  was  made  to  shops  in  the  district  in 
connection  with  the  routine  administration  of  the  Shops  Act  during  1968.  As 
in  previous  years  this  subject  was  mainly  dealt  with  whilst  visiting 
shops  for  other  duties. 

The  policy  established  over  a  number  of  years  of  visiting 
shops  on  a  change  of  occupancy  and  leaving  a  brochure  explaining  the 
principal  provisions  of  the  Act  was  continued  during  the  year.  The 
majority  of  shops  continued  to  close  well  before  the  permitted  hours 
and  some  shops  operate  a  five  day  week. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  legal 
proceedings  and  no  representations  were  received  concerning  matters 
affecting  the  administration  of  the  Act  during  the  year  under  review. 


SWIMMING  POOLS 


The  indoor  pool  at  Blue  Bell  Hill  continued  to  be  the  only 
swimming  pool  open  to  the  public. 

Two  more  schools  installed  swimming  pools  during  the  year 
and  there  are  now  6  schools  in  the  district  with  this  facility.  Unless 
care  is  exercised*  maintenance  of  a  satisfactory  water  standard  in  these 
small  open  air  pools  can  be  difficult.  Head  teachers  are  advised  on 
the  treatment  and  testing  of  the  water  and  the  Inspectors  carry  out 
weekly  checks  on  the  chlorine  content  and  acidity  or  alkalinity  when 
undertaking  routine  sampling.  While  it  is  appreciated  that  additional 
expense  is  involved*  I  strongly  recommend  that  wherever  possible 
automatic  chlorination  plant  should  be  installed  and  breakpoint 
chlorination  employed. 

Regular  sampling  was  carried  out  at  all  the  pools  during 
the  time  they  were  in  use  and  of  106  bacteriological  samples  taken* 
only  one  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  Inspector  found  the 
chlorine  content  to  be  insufficient  and  immediate  action  to  increase 
the  dosage  was  taken  when  further  samples  proved  satisfactory.  One 
chemical  sample  was  not  considered  satisfactory  due  to  an  excess  of 
chlorine.  This  pool  is  provided  with  a  floating  plastic  cover  and  had 
been  covered  for  some  days  thus  reducing  the  usual  reduction  in  chlorine 
content.  This  matter  was  quickly  rectified. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Caravans  occupied  by  gypsies  and  other  itinerants  continued 
to  give  rise  to  difficulties  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year  by 
using  roadside  verges  and  other  unlicensed  land.  Caravans  on  highway 
verges  are  dealt  with  by  the  Police  and  liaison  on  this  subject  has 
continued  throughout  the  year.  It  has  been  found  to  be  far  from  easy  to 
remove  itinerant  caravans  once  they  have  parked  on  vacant  land,  for  when 
told  to  move  occupants  ask  where  can  they  find  a  site  they  can  go  to, 
and  unfortunately  there  just  are  no  such  sites  with  vacancies.  Here 
in  Mailing  we  have  provided  a  site  for  12  gypsy  caravans  as  have  other 
Councils  in  Kent,  but  further  sites  are  necessary  before  this  problem 
may  be  considered  solved. 

A  total  of  11|9  visits  was  made  under  this  heading  during 
the  year,  5>  applications  for  renewal  of  site  licences  were  approved 
and  there  were  78  caravans  on  29  licensed  sites  (excluding  showmen’s 
caravans ) . 


NOISE 


118  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  2i;  complaints  of 
noise  nuisances  which  varied  from  factory  machinery,  poultry,  dumper 
and  truck  exhausts  to  noise  from  a  quarry  and  dance  bands. 

As  I  have  previously  commented,  noise  nuisances  are  often 
very  difficult  to  deal  with  in  the  absence  of  any  legal  standards. 

Noise  is  a  subjective  matter  and  what  may  be  perfectly  tolerable  to  one 
person  may  well  be  the  source  of  complaint  from  another  person.  A 
noise  meter  is  used  to  assess  the  noise  level  and  as  an  aid  to  the 
Inspectors.  Whenever  it  was  considered  a  statutory  nuisance  was 
possibly  being  caused,  informal  action  was  taken  and  the  noise  reduced 
or  abated. 


PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT 


7  stage  play  licences  and  2  cinematograph  licences  were 
issued  during  the  year.  All  premises  in  which  stage  or  cinema  shows 
are  given  and  to  which  the  public  are  admitted  are  inspected  and  the 
legal  requirements  enforced  before  a  licence  is  issued.  There  has 
been  a  close  liaison  with  the  Kent  Fire  Brigade  on  the  safety  aspect 
under  this  heading. 


PETROLEUM 

The  trend  for  service  stations  to  be  modernised  has  continued 
throughout  the  year  but  latched  nozzles  and  self  service  pumps  have  not 
increased  to  the  extent  that  seemed  indicated  in  1967*  the  emphasis  has 
been  more  on  multiblend  pumps.  Revised  Model  Codes  of  Practice  were 
issued  by  the  Home  Office  during  the  year.  The  new  codes  have  been 
incorporated  in  all  new  and  renewed  licences  and  have  been  strictly 
enforced  at  all  premises  on  which  petroleum  spirit  or  inflammable  petrol 
based  mixtures  are  stored. 

Licences  were  issued  to  J4.  large  depots,  36  service  stations 
and  107  other  premises.  In  addition  to  the  inspections  carried  out  by 
the  Fire  Prevention  Officers  of  the  Kent  Fire  Brigade  on  behalf  of  this 
Authority,  I87  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  ADD  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1 963 


A  substantial  amount  of  time  was  spent  in  administering 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  associated  Regulations  during  I968 
and  a  total  of  f?26  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

It  has  been  found  that  more  often  than  not,  it  is  only  by  the  visits 
of  the  Inspectors  that  changes  of  occupation,  or  businesses  commencing 
or  ceasing  to  employ  assistants  are  brought  to  light.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  although  12  new  shops  employing  staff  opened  during  the 
year,  18  other  shops  were  removed  from  the  register. 

The  practice  of  carrying  out  a  general  inspection  of  all 
new  registrations  and  the  revisiting  of  as  many  other  registered 
premises  as  possible  was  continued  during  the  year.  Premises  were 
generally  satisfactory  and  occupiers  have  been  co-operative.  Duplicated 
information  sheets  in  various  aspects  of  the  Act  are  issued  and  have 
been  found  to  be  very  helpful  in  effecting  compliance  with  the  Act. 

During  the  year  12  accidents  were  reported,  compared  with 
13  in  each  of  the  previous  3  years.  These  were  from  I4.  different 
premises,  all  were  of  a  minor  nature,  none  proved  fatal  and  it  was  not 
considered  necessary  to  make  a  full  investigation  in  any  of  the  cases 
reported. 


The  notes  in  the  circular  on  lighting  are  welcomed,  and 
while  the  majority  of  premises  in  the  district  would  seem  to  comply 
with  the  minimum  va-lues  recommended,  every  effort  is  ma.de  to  persuade 
occupiers  to  provide  lighting  to  a  higher  standard. 

Ho  exemptions  have  been  applied  for  or  granted  and  it  has 
not  been  necessary  to  institute  any  legal  proceedings  during  the  year 
under  review. 


The  following  shows  the  works  carried  out  to  registered 


premises  during  1968:- 

1.  W.C*s  provided  8 

2.  Washbasins  provided  10 

3..  Water  heaters  provided  8 

I4.  Thermometers  provided  9 

5>.  First  Aid  Boxes  provided  12 

6.  Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  1? 

7.  Floors  and  stairs  repaired  21 

8.  Premises  cleansed/redec orated  23 

9.  Guards  provided  to  machines  2 

10.  Heating  provided  5> 

11.  Accommodation  for  clothing  provided  1 


. 


Details  of  the  number  of  premises  registered  and  persons 
employed  are  given  in  the  following  tables 


CUSS  OF  PREMISES 

No.  premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

Total, No. 
premises 
registered 
at  end  of 
year. 

No.  registered 

premises 

receiving  a 

general 

inspection 

during  the 

year. 

Offices 

10 

77 

b2 

Retail  Shops 

20 

185 

138 

Wholesale  Shops ,  Warehouses 

2 

10 

10 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

7 

38 

2k 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

6 

5 

TOTALS 

39 

316 

219 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered 
premises  -  i|28 

Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by 
workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

809 

Retail  Shops 

713 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

339 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public 

203 

Canteens 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

32 

TOTAL 

2106 

TOTAL  MALES 

1126 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

980 

Exemptions  No  exemptions  have  been  applied  for  or  granted 

during  the  year. 

Prosecutions  No  prosecutions  have  been  instituted  during  the 

year. 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  the  Act  -  U 

Number  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their 
time  on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act  -  Nil. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


During  the  year  11,01^6  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
connection  with  work  of  the  department,  comprised  as  follows 

FOOD  PREMISES 


Number 

of 

visits 

to 

Bakehouses 

hi 

u 

it 

ii 

ti 

Butchers  shops 

150 

it 

it 

it 

ti 

Grocers  shops  &  general  shops 

377 

it 

it 

ii 

it 

Greengrocers 

163 

n 

ti 

ti 

ti 

Cafes  &  works  canteens 

323 

ii 

it 

it 

ii 

Confectioners 

2h 

it 

n 

ii 

ii 

Fishmongers  shops 

hi 

it 

n 

tt 

ti 

Public  houses 

377 

it 

ti 

ii 

ii 

Slaughterhouses 

22 

ii 

it 

ti 

ii 

Sweets  &  tobacco  shops 

9h 

it 

ti 

it 

re 

Heat  inspection 

55 

it 

n 

ii 

it 

Milk 

•  •  •  •  « 

iho 

ii 

ti 

ti 

ti 

Ice  cream  and  ham  (Sec.l6) 

hhQ 

ii 

it 

ii 

ii 

Unsound  food 

172 

it 

ii 

it 

to 

Food  factories 

105 

it 

ti 

ti 

it 

Mobile  food  shops 

36 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS 


Number 

of 

visits 

carried  out  under  Housing  and/or 

Public  Health  Acts 

.  1,021 

11 

ti 

tt 

re  Housing  inspections  in  connection 

with  rehousing 

.  63 

it 

11 

ti 

"  Improvements  grants 

.  277 

n 

11 

11 

"  Land  changes 

.  27 

11 

it 

11 

"  Rent  Acts 

.  11 

it 

11 

it 

to  Hop  pickers  camps 

•  • . . .  2h 

it 

11 

tt 

n  Moveable  dwellings 

.....  11*9 

11 

11 

tt 

"  Dirty  premises 

.  ih 

11 

tt 

it 

n  Aged  persons 

.  11 

ti 

tt 

11 

"  Notifiable  and  infectious  diseases 

.  125 

ti 

it 

11 

”  Water 

.  192 

»t 

11 

ti 

re  Air  pollution 

.  37l* 

11 

11 

tt 

to  Factories  and  workplaces 

.  138 

it 

tt 

ti 

11  Outworkers 

.  Ih 

it 

11 

it 

"  Rat  and/or  mice  infestation 

(inc.  2,635  by  Rodent  Operator) 

.  2,690 

11 

it 

11 

"  Pest  and/or  vermin  (other  than 

rats  or  mice) 

.  U02 

ti 

ti 

11 

"  Swimming  pools 

.  20h 

it 

ti 

ti 

"  Rivers,  streams,  ditches  etc. 

.  21 

11 

11 

ti 

re  Shops  Acts 

.  1*73 

11 

11 

11 

to  Piggeries 

.  7 

tt 

11 

11 

"  Waste  food  boiling  plants 

.  3 

11 

it 

ti 

"  Animal  boarding  establishments 

.  27 

11 

11 

n 

re  Flooding 

.  165 

it 

ti 

it 

"  Petroleum 

.  187 

ti 

11 

tt 

”  Public  assembly 

.  32 

it 

ti 

ti 

"  Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 

.  55 

tt 

ti 

ti 

"  Cesspools,  septic  tanks,  drains 

.  170 

it 

11 

tt 

"  Refuse  accumulations  and/ or  manure 

heaps 

.  59 

11 

tt 

ti 

"  Refuse  collection 

.  387 

11 

tt 

it 

"  Refuse  disposal 

• .  •  •  •  90 

•  •  •  * 


. 


' 


•  ' 


. 
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Number  of  visits  to  Public  conveniences  i;2 

”  "  "  M  Noise  nuisances  118 

"  M  "  re  Cesspool  emptying  .....  261; 

"  "  "  "  Abandoned  vehicles  28 

"  11  "  to  Quarries  27 

"  "  "  re  Offices ,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Act  .  526 

11  M  ”  "  National  Assistance  Burials  .....  2 

u  "  "  "  Mortuaries  .....  6 

"  M  u  "  Fairgrounds  1 

"  "  ”  11  Miscellaneous  189 


In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  record  n^y  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  Council  for  their  continuous  support  and  interest 
during  the  year,  and  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  at  all 
times. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

H.C.  COLDRICK 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Parish 

Number  of  houses 
according  to 
Valuation  List  as 
at  31.12.68 

Area 

(Acres ) 

Population 

(estimated) 

Addington 

231+ 

1,119 

692 

Aylesford 

2,306 

U,013 

6,91(3 

Birling 

U*1 

1,801 

1,31*1 

Borough  Green 

1,156 

1+80 

3,14.66 

Bur  ham 

705 

1,632 

1,927 

Ditton 

l,lj60 

1,066 

t*,305 

Ightham 

6l6 

2,278 

1,901 

Leybourne 

191* 

,755 

2,186 

East  Mailing  &  Larkfield 

3,103 

2,787 

9,251 

West  Mailing 

961 

1,379 

2,688 

Mereworth 

267 

2,556 

1,01*7 

Offharn 

272 

1,1*79 

80* 

East  Peckham 

1,013 

3,337 

2,890 

West  Peckham 

111 

1,582 

313 

Platt 

U8U 

1,827 

1,375 

Plaxtol 

360 

2, 14O6 

1,013 

Ryarsh 

251+ 

1,375 

777 

Shipbourne 

166 

2,007 

*17 

Snodland 

1,606 

1,958 

1*,61*7 

Stans ted 

173 

1,974 

51*3 

Trottiscliffe  M 

186 

1,131 

*82 

Wateringbury 

1+06 

1,377 

1,161* 

Wouldham 

26* 

1,855 

831 

Wrotham 

U8I4. 

3,1*57 

1,116 

TOTALS 

17,235 

- - - 

1*5,631 

*2,620 

£  During  the  year  approximately  21+  acres  were  transferred  to  Strood  R.D.C. 


Summary 

Area  of  District  (in  acres)  •••• 

Registrar  General*s  estimate  of  Mid  Year  Home  Population  .... 

Average  density  of  persons  per  acre  •••• 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  (31.12.68)  according  to 

valuation  list  .... 

Average  density  of  dwellings  1  Per 

Average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling  inhabited  .... 

Rateable  value  (as  at  31.12.68)  •••• 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1968/69)  •••• 


15,631 

£2,620 

1.1*3 

17,23£ 

2.6*  acres 
3.0*3 

£2,1+8*,  760 
£  9,668 
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